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a fair knowledge of Arabic. How far he met with any
success on his new mission, is extremely difficult to judge.
It is, however, known that he had returned to the West
before 1270 and that he did not accompany St. Louis in his
last crusade, probably owing to his advanced years.1 As he
had returned from China in 1251 and gone from Cyprus to
France with the King, it is probable that he spent some time
between 1252 and 1269 in discussion with the Berbers of
North Africa.
Although Lull was not the first to work among the
Muhammadans, he certainly did more than any of his pre-
decessors and contemporaries to promote and systematize
work in this field. His missionary career began almost
immediately after his conversion with the study of Arabic
and with the preaching of Christianity to the Muslims
who had survived the Christian conquest in Majorca,2 and
though the result of his teaching may have been meagre,
all the Moors left under Christian rule were destined to
forcible conversion* Lull's effort to promote the study of
Oriental languages has already been noted, In 1276, under
the patronage of King James of Majorca he founded the
College of Miramer, perhaps the first in the West for the
study of Arabic; and John XXI gave him and his college
the papal benediction in the same year,3 This was only a
slight anticipation of the forthcoming results of Lull's per-
suasive action at the Council of Vienne.4 He himself must
have been an accomplished Arabic scholar, for he did not
only speak that language freely but also wrote and translated
some of his works into it*
Lull's burning zeal for a missionary crusade among the
Muslims was not confined to idle propaganda from a secure
distance, for on three occasions he thrust himself into
the midst of the Berbers and argued with their imams on
the truth of his faith and the falsehood of theirs. In 1292
1Pelliot, 221-2.
2 Lecoy de la Marche, 'Relations potitigue de la Trance avec le Royaume de
Majorque, I, 73,
3 Peers, 128-35.                              * vide supra, 86.
6 He translated for example, his own An inventiva verit&tu into Arabic.
Peers, 225*